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boy} Mus go bo IbXads od wary Le? So 
Lsasan Mas Ldcaro loou porso ous amd o/ 
Wo Sau ouegy [xo Loa wis ww Lisae 
Nis Jasco oS Joou omy So Jiro oS NS 

gosos od 420, bos soatag 


\nyone who asks tor this volume, to 
read, collate, or c pV trom it, and who 
appropriates it to himself or herself, or 
cuts anything out of it, should realize 
that (s)he will have to give answer betore 
God's awesome tribunal as if (s)he had 
robbed a sanctuary. Let such a person be 
held anathema and receive no forgiveness 
until the book is returned. So be It, 
\men! And anyone who removes these 
anathemas, digitally or otherwise, shall 


himself receive them in double. 


Editors Note 


The St. Ephrem Ecumenical Research Institute (SEERI) has, 
during the nearly two decades of its existence so far, made available 
for those interested in the rich treasures of Syriac heritage here 
in India and abroad, a series of books, periodicals, tracts and 
other study materials, mostly in English or Malayalam, This No. 
12 of our Moran Erno, stands out among all these as an origi- 
nal composition in the Syriac language. 


This rendering in Syriac verses of the Gospel according to 
St. Mathew is a labour of love accomplished by the best known 
contemporary Indian scholar of Syriac language and literature, 
Rt. Rev. Chorepiscopa Curian Kaniamparampil. It is an adapt- 
ation and abridgement of the gospel text, without sacrificing its 
main content. As far as is known to us there is no similar work 
anywhere in the world. One of his recent achievements is the 
translation into Malayalam of the entire Syriac Peschitta Bible. 
Now, this venerable Prelate of the Syrian Orthodox Church has 
employed his biblical expertise and Syriac scholarship to produce 
this poetic version of the Gospel according to Saint Mathew. 
SEERI, where study of Syriac and research in the enormous 
rich literature in that language are nurtured with commitment, 
deems it a privilege and a pleasure to publish this book. 


We are sure that our students as well as all others 
desirous of learning Syriac will enormously benefit by the use 
of this text. They can profitably make use of it to enrich their 
Syriac vocabulary without constant recourse to the dictionary. 
It is our earnest hope and desire that this book may contribute 
much to the promotion of interest in and study of Syriac. We 
are aware that despite our best efforts, the proof reading has 


Vi 


not been perfectly successful. The author did not arrange the 
couplets or the numbering of verses. This was done by the 
publishers. 


Those who attempt to sing these verses, may not find the 
syllables totally synchronous with the musical notes. 


Suggestions from our readers will be helpful for us to 


make corrections in the next edition, eliminating the defects as 
far as possible. 


pacesese: 


AUTHOR’S SIMPLE WORD 


All glory to the Merciful Lord who enabled me to write 
the Gospel of St. Mathew in Syriac Verse. It was not any 
immediate necessity that prompted me; it was my intimacy 
with the Syriac Language and Literature, and the intuition 
T experienced to make my humble contribution to the Syriac 
Literature, enriched centuries ago by eminent erudite scholars 
in prose and verse, and in this and past centuries forgotten 
and forsaken, even by the Syrians in Kerala. We are really 
happy to note that in the latter half of this century. Syriac 
attained a new life and new status, as a result of its inclusion 
as one of the second languages in all the three universities of 
Kerala, the credit for which goes to (ate H. G. Mar Ivanios 
Archbishop of Trivandrum and at present to Rev. Dr. Jacob 
Thekkeparampil, Founder—Director of SEERI. 


In the Middle East, the depository of Syriac literature, 
the grandeur and splendor of Syriac have never become dim 
nor dark. The world Syriac conference, held once in four years 
in the SEERI presents an array of eminent scholars from 
different countries of the world. 


I have to explain why this literary work is in poetry. 


1 It is the result of a divine inspiration and not of any 
monetary consideration, as I am aware of the limited 
scope of sale ay this book. 


% 
2 Poetry is-ret: . the memory much more than prose. 


9 ; 

3 The Epics, the Sastras, the Sutras, the Manthras and 
even books of technology of ancient India are all in 
poetry. 


4 It is my life’s greatest desire that in addition to liturgical 
and doctrinal literature in Syriac, dramas, novels and the 
like, free from vulgarity have to be published. I have a 
stock of works of this category one of which has been 
published by Aram Society in Sweden. I am _ really 
indebted to them. 


Vill 


His I¢xcellency Mar Severius Zacha, Archbishop of Mosul, 
who had kindly visited my ‘study’, was so gracious as to 
publish a long article in the Antiochean Patriarchal Magazine 
of Damascus about this present work. My filial obeisance before 
Tlis Excellency. 


Had it not been for the fraternal intimacy of Rev. Dr. 
Jacob Thekkeparampil, the scholarly Director of SEERI the 
well known cultural and ecumenical institution of the catholic 
diocese of ‘Tiruvalla, the manuscript of this work might have 
been lost in oblivion! SEERI has the unique status of being 
the premier Institute in India, fostering the true Spirit of 
ecumenism and encouraging study and research in the Syriac 
language and = literature. My indebtedness to the respected 
director of SEERL is life-long. 


Although my formal study of Syriac language lasted but 
six months during the thirteenth year of my life, the abundant 
blessing of the merciful Lord and the paternal concern of my 
unforgettable and respected Malpan, the greatest Syriac scholar 
in India of this century—Very Rev. Rabban Augen, who went 
on to become His Beatitude the Catholicos of the East, have 
made me what | am — a member of the Board of Studies in 
Syriac of the Werala and Mahatma Gandhi Universities for 40 
years and translator of the THloly Peschitta Bible from Syriac 
into Malayalam, in addition to my humble literary works already 
mentioned. | pray that the language spoken by Our Lord may 
ever continue to progress. 


St. George Simhasana Church 
Thiruvalla 
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